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OUR MISSION

The Academy of Our Lady of Mercy, 
founded on the vision of Catherine 
McAuley and sponsored by the  
Sisters of Mercy, exists to serve 
young women by:

✝	Providing a quality    
 Catholic education within   
 a caring faith community;

✝	Offering an academic    
 curriculum which provides   
 opportunities for all  
 learners to excel;

✝	Empowering young    
 women to be responsible   
 leaders in service to others; 

✝	Offering the opportunity to   
 build a sense of community  
 with students of diverse   
 abilities and backgrounds; 

✝	Providing academic and   
 real-life experiences that  
 prepare them for life and work  
 in an age of rapid change. 
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TBE AN INNOVATOR. Our performance-based curriculum 
pushes students to apply innovative, real-life ideas to their 
coursework. They excel within our compassionate and sup-
portive culture, which encourages them to feel confident 
and able to pursue their dreams.

SHATTER GLASS. In a student population under 600 by 
design, each student receives personalized attention to 
showcase her individual strengths.

BE THE BOSS. Our faculty is committed to our students’ 
success, as seen through our nationally recognized STEM 
certification, award-winning arts program, competitive ath-
letic teams and outstanding academics.

EMPOWER OTHERS. Our four-year service learning and 
leadership program transforms our students into active 
citizens, equipped to apply Christian principles and tackle 
systemic change.

WHY MERCY?
At Mercy Academy, we believe in educating and empow-
ering young women to be successful well beyond their four 
years of high school. Our performance-based curriculum 
provides hands-on, real-world problem solving in a nurtur-
ing and faith-filled environment. Each student is encouraged 
to be herself and share her unique views to contribute to 
classroom collaboration. Our caring teachers, innovative 
coursework, small class sizes and Christian values make 
Mercy a comfortable environment for each student to learn. 

Mercy Academy is a Catholic school that welcomes 
young ladies of all faith backgrounds.
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Welcome, Ryder!

ACADEMIC SERVICES PROGRAM
This after-school program provides additional 
academic support to struggling learners in an 
encouraging and structured environment. Teachers 
or counselors may refer identified students to our 
academic interventionist for individualized learning 
plans and tutoring services. Parental permission 
and support are necessary for acceptance into 
this program. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
 Individual academic improvement  
 plans for each student based on her  
 goals and specific needs.

 Open communication between the  
 assistant principal, counselors, literary  
 specialist, parents and students to  
 discuss progress.

 Direct academic instruction and  
 in-house tutoring.

 Supportive environment with the necessary  
  resources to carry out academic success.

 Student ownership of learning needs and  
  development for long-term success. 

To learn more, please contact Andrea Peavler  
at apeavler@mercyjaguars.com. 

LEARNING DIFFERENCES PROGRAM
Our Learning Differences Program is designed to meet 
the individual needs of students and provide support 
to assist each learner in reaching her academic and 
personal potential. Students with learning differences 
work with the same advanced-degreed counselor all 
four years while at Mercy.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:
 Comprehensive in-class and out-of-class   
 accommodations to meet each student’s   
 unique learning needs.

 Entrance into the Academic Services    
 Program to receive individualized    
 intervention from a certified literary    
 specialist.

 Structured guidance in organization    
 and time management to ensure  
 academic success.

 Tutoring services in all academic courses.

 Small group social skills sessions with other   
 program participants.

For more information, please contact  
Deana Padgett at dpadgett@mercyjaguars.com  
or call (502) 671-2010 ext. 2321.

MERCY SCHOLAR DIPLOMA PROGRAM 
The Mercy Scholar Diploma Program is an opportunity 
for gifted students to continue their studies outside the 
classroom. The program requires students to maintain a 
3.8 GPA, take a minimum of three AP classes, attend two 
fine arts events each year, and complete service hours. 

Each month, students meet with a guest speaker, who 
is a distinguished expert in his or her field. At the end of 
her sophomore year, the Mercy scholar has the opportu-
nity to choose an independent study with the guidance 
of a faculty or community member. She then presents 
her research and thesis paper at the end of her senior 
year. Students have presented on topics such as the psy-
chological effects of adoption, importance of ocean 
conservation, intersection of color and word association, 
the future of 3-D printing and more.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) CLASSES
Mercy is proud to offer 18 AP classes with the opportunity to 
earn college credit.
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ACADEMIC LEVELS
At Mercy, we develop each student to her greatest potential by providing her with an environment for maximum 
growth, at a level commensurate with her individual abilities. We offer six academic course levels to benefit 
students from all levels of learning.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP)  College-level course for students with high abilities and strong desires for   
 challenging work.

DUAL CREDIT (DC)  Advanced coursework that allows students to simultaneously earn high   
 school and college credit through exposure to intellectually demanding   
 tasks and instruction.

ADVANCED  Independent and fast-paced classroom that focuses on conceptualization   
 and critical thinking skills.  

HONORS I  Rigorous college-prep curriculum that challenges students considering   
 advanced, DC, or AP coursework in the future. 

HONORS 2  Individualized college-prep curriculum that challenges students to meet the   
 demands of the 21st century by focusing on collaboration and problem solving.  

ACADEMIC  Highly structured and individualized classroom experience that emphasizes   
 content mastery.
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Ryder is a hypoallergenic therapy dog who is a part of 
the counseling team at Mercy. As a therapy dog, he 
wears a vest at all times, but students are encouraged 
to pet Ryder as a way to relieve stress, calm nerves, 
and bring them happiness.

mercyacademy.comPrepare for real life.

 Biology

  Calculus AB

  Calculus BC

  Chemistry 

 Computer Science Principles

 English Literature

 French Language

 Macroeconomics

 Microeconomics

 Music Theory

 Physics 1

 Psychology

 Spanish Language

 Spanish Literature

 Statistics

 Studio Art

 US Government

 US HistoryT
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STEM PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

As the nation’s first all-girls accredited STEM school, 
Mercy prepares students for an in-demand, male-
dominated STEM job market by exposing them to  
fields that most do not experience until college.

STEM Partners:
✔ Air Force Association

✔ Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association

✔ Advanced Renewable Materials  

  Biochemical Engineering Lab

✔ Army Corps of Engineers

✔ Bellarmine University

✔ Bowman Field Air+Space Academy

✔ Dow Corning

✔ Falls of the Ohio State Park

✔ General Electric

✔ Girl Scouts of Kentuckiana

✔ Jewish Hospital

✔ Kentucky Girls STEM Collaborative

✔ Kentucky Science Center

✔ Louisville Gas & Electric

✔ Louisville Metro Office of Performance  

  Improvement & Innovation

✔ Mammoth Cave 

✔ Metropolitan Sewer District

✔ National Parks Department

✔ Speed Engineering School

✔ University of Kentucky

✔ University of Louisville

✔ Western Kentucky University

STEM NEW FOUR-YEAR AOPA  
AVIATION PROGRAM: 

The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) 
curriculum offers a four-year aviation study that leads 
into two career and technical education pathways: 
pilot and unmanned aircraft systems (drones). Students 
learn engineering practices, problem-solving skills and 
the technical developments in today’s aviation and 
aerospace industries.

Compose independent biology research projects, and 

travel internationally to perform experiments in the field. 

Conduct forensic investigations, simulate infectious 

disease testing, and practice genetic screening with 

DNA equipment.  

Create and program autonomous vehicles capable of 

executing hypothetical search and rescue missions.

Debate privacy law while designing, building and 

coding fully functional drones.

Design, develop and create 3-D-printed therapeutic 

toys in consultation with pediatric occupational 

therapists.

Explore biomaterials and medical advances by 

replicating surgical procedures.

Serve as mentors in the community, teaching middle 

school girls about STEM principles. 

Study next generation prosthetics using 3-D bio-printers 

and design software.

Uncover never-before-seen waterways and marine 

wildlife utilizing submersible robots.

Prepare for real life.

Biomedical students explore ways in which a  
simulated bone break can be treated.
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FINE 
ARTS

Attend and perform at the International Thespian Festival as 

the designated Kentucky Chapter Select.

Collaborate with classmates to create a permanent mural 

in the school.

Compete in the annual Derby Art Museum contest, and 

display winning artwork in public exhibits. 

Compose 10-minute original plays to be performed and 

published by Actors Theatre of Louisville.

Contribute to theatre productions with behind-the-scenes 

work in set design, costumes and makeup.

Create musical arrangements and accompaniments for 

theatre and vocal performances.

Participate in a state-wide a cappella competition, and 

work alongside professional artists.

Perform a self-written and self-directed play at the 

acclaimed Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland.

Produce a nationally-ranked literary magazine, composed 

of remarkable artwork and literature.

ART PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS:

Mercy’s FINE ARTS department fosters the growth of creative 
minds with all levels of experience. Our exceptional teachers 
work one-on-one with each student to improve her skills in 
2-D and 3-D art, graphic design, theatre arts, choral music and 
creative writing.

mercyacademy.comPrepare for real life.

Only  
All-Girls School to be  

STEM-Accredited

QUICK FACTS

71  
Different Grade Schools

44  
Different Zip Codes

  21%  
Went to a Non-Catholic  

Grade School

500 
 Total Enrollment

5  
Bus Routes

18  
AP 

Classes

12:1  
Student to Teacher Ratio

More than 
157,000   

Service Hours Completed  
by the Past Five  

Graduating Classes

1:1  
iPad  

Program

17  
Average  

Class Size

6  
Academic 

Levels
81%  

Pass Rate on 
All AP Exams  
Over the Past 

Five Years
Nearly 

$700,000 
Awarded in Tuition Assistance

3 DC 
Classes

  
Awarded in College 

Scholarships over the  
past five years

$52.3  
Million

ACT PROGRESS OF A MERCY STUDENT
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Athletics: 
✔ Archery
✔ Basketball
✔ Bowling
✔ Cheerleading
✔ Cross Country
✔ Dance
✔ Field Hockey
✔ Golf
✔ Lacrosse
✔ Soccer
✔ Softball
✔ Swimming
✔ Tennis
✔ Track
✔ Volleyball

Clubs: 
✔ Alive in Mercy
✔ Ambassadors
✔ Art Club
✔ Book Club
✔ Class Officers
✔ Culinary Club
✔ Drama Productions
✔ Fashion Club
✔ Future Business Leaders of America
✔ Future Problem Solving
✔ Glee Club
✔ Governor’s Cup
✔ Intramural Sports
✔ Jag Animal Care Society
✔ KUNA
✔ KYA
✔ Liturgy Planning Committee
✔ Make Mercy Real
✔ Mercy Strong
✔ Mock Trial
✔ Mu Alpha Theta (Math Honor Society)
✔ National Art Honor Society
✔ National Business Honor Society
✔ National English Honor Society
✔ National French Honor Society
✔ National Honor Society
✔ National Science Honor Society
✔ National Spanish Honor Society
✔ Outdoor Club
✔ Peer Leaders
✔ Pep Club
✔ Photography
✔ Quick Recall
✔ Rho Kappa (Social Studies Honor Society)
✔ Sign Language
✔ STEM Competitions
✔ Stilettones A Capella Group
✔ Student Council
✔ Underwater Research Team

Involvement is an integral part of the 
Mercy experience. Participating in clubs 
and/or athletic teams allows for students 
to connect with their classmates outside 
the classroom. With so many options, 
there are opportunities for every student, 
and if there is a club a student would like 
to start, she can do that too!

INVOLVEMENT

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES
Mercy offers many opportunities 
for our students to become global 
learners. Travel experiences are 
offered for those interested in pursu-
ing studies in environments outside 
of Louisville.

SENIOR NEW YORK TRIP
Mercy seniors are invited to spend 
a jam-packed weekend in New 
York with their classmates to kick off 
their final year together at Mercy. 
They visit the Statue of Liberty, Times 
Square, NBC Studios, 9/11 Museum, 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral and so much 
more. It’s a trip that they continue to 
talk about for years after they have 
graduated.

ARGENTINA EXCHANGE PROGRAM
Students interested in the Spanish 
language and culture are invited 
to participate in this once-in-a-life-
time experience where they host a 
student from Argentina for a month 
and then go to live with her in Buenos 
Aires for a month. During this direct 
exchange, students attend our sister 
school, Santa Ethnea, and explore 
the city with their host, where they 
form unbreakable bonds and life-
long memories.

SOUTH AFRICA  
SOCIAL JUSTICE TRIP
Mercy students who are ready to 
see real-life examples of the criti-
cal concerns of the Sisters of Mercy 
have the opportunity to travel to 
South Africa for a 12-day social 
justice trip. They volunteer at a 
preschool in Cape Town, do conser-
vation work in Kruger National Park, 
visit our sister school, St. Teresa, study 
the lives of Nelson Mandela and 
Bishop Desmond Tutu (Nobel Peace 
Prize winners), go on a two-day 
safari, visit UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites and so much more.

SPAIN & ITALY
Students are invited to explore Spain 
and Italy for a 12-day European 
adventure where they learn more 
about cultural heritage and the his-
tory of Catholicism. They visit the 
Roman Catacombs, Trevi Fountain, 
Sistine Chapel, Colosseum, La 
Sagrada Familia, Park Güell, and 
enjoy an evening flamenco dance 
and a day on the beach. This is a 
perfect trip for those looking to 
explore the beauty of Europe.

 

COSTA RICA RESEARCH TRIP
Mercy students have the opportu-
nity to embark on a 10-day, scientific 
adventure to Costa Rica. There, they 
design and implement their own 
unique research projects, all while 
exploring their beautiful surroundings. 
This in-depth and hands-on research 
opportunity is encouraged for those 
interested in continuing their studies in 
the field, working side-by-side with pro-
fessional scientists.

Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 



We invite all parents who feel they may qualify for 
financial aid to submit an online application to our third 
party processor, FACTS Management Company.

NEED-BASED AID

Tuition Grant Money:  
This pool of money comes from Archdiocesan support, 
the Mercy Fund and special fundraising events.

Mercy Day Scholarships: 
Incoming and current students can apply for one of our 
32 Mercy Day Scholarships. They are awarded in May for 
the upcoming school year and are based on financial 
need.

Work Study: 
Qualified students may work at Mercy for one hour after 
school, every day, for one semester. This is limited to 22 
students per semester, and they can earn up to $500.

MERIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS
Placement Test Scholars:  
The students who obtain the top 15 scores on 
the placement test receive a $1,000 renewable 
scholarship.

How to apply for financial aid:

1.  Complete the online FACTS financial aid form   
 accessible by the link provided on Mercy’s website   
 under Tuition and Financial Aid.

2.   Register your daughter to attend Mercy on    
 Tuesday, February 25. 

3.   Submit the online financial aid form to FACTS   
 Management Company.

4.   Receive your financial aid notification letter in May.

TUITION AND FEES
Tuition is $13,100 for the 2019-2020 school year.

There is no finance charge or interest on any of our tuition 
payment plans.

 
TUITION PAYMENT PLANS
✔  1 Payment:  Due July 15         $13,100 
✔  3 Payments:  Due July 15         $4,367 
  Due October 15      $4,367 
  Due February 15      $4,367 
✔  11 Payments:    Due June - April      $1,191

Mercy Academy partners with FACTS Management 
Company for those with 11 tuition payments. Payments 
to FACTS may be scheduled for the 5th or 20th of each 
month.

 
SISTERS’ DISCOUNT  
Families with more than one student attending Mercy at 
the same time receive 15% off the oldest daughter’s tuition. 

FEES FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 
Registration Fee  $125 
Athletic Fee (Athletes Only) – Paid once each year  $100 
Books – Purchased online through MBS or iTunes

 
iPAD DIGITAL LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
Mercy requires all students to purchase an iPad through 
the school. The cost of the iPad is as follows:

iPad with three-year AppleCare Protection    $480 
Deposit paid at registration  ($100) 
Balance: paid with tuition payments $380

✔  1 Payment: add $380 to payment 
✔  3 Payments: add $127 to each tuition payment 
✔  11 Payments: add $35 to each tuition payment

*After the iPad balance is paid in full, the student owns 
her iPad.

FINANCIAL AID AND  
SCHOLARSHIPS

mercyacademy.comPrepare for real life.

SERVICE LEARNING AND  
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM
Our nationally recognized, four-year service learning and 
leadership program transforms students. They serve those 
most vulnerable in our society through a two-pronged 
approach: direct action to address the immediate needs 
in our community and social action to accomplish long-
term systemic change. 

✔  Freshman year, students participate in four days of   
 immersion experiences designed to uncover   
 causes and potential solutions to issues that plague  
 our society. 

✔  As sophomores, they are prepared to enter the  
 community and directly serve the needs of those  
 most at-risk. Students partner with local agencies,   
 enact their own action plans, and test goals in an   
 effort to address the needs of those they serve.

✔ Juniors learn about the complex nature of systems,   
 social analysis and the difficulties of systemic change.  
 They meet with legislators in Frankfort to discuss the   
 need for long-term change in our society.

✔  Our seniors are equipped with all the tools needed  
 to create a lasting impact in the community by   
 developing and implementing action plans  
 specifically focused on the Critical Concerns of  
 the Sisters of Mercy such as poverty, immigration,  
 anti-racism, nonviolence, environmental justice and  
 women’s issues. Through a collaborative approach,  
 students practice real-world leadership skills in   
 strategic planning, needs assessment, marketing   
 and financial planning to create a year-long  
 service project.

Retreats
Our retreat program provides each student with a 
unique opportunity to share her faith in a trusting 
Christian community. She enriches her awareness 
of God, self, family and relationships. She does this 
through activities, personal reflections and talks 
shared by alumnae and faculty.

Freshman year, all students participate in retreat as a 
part of their Freshman Activity Days. They reflect on 
their personal dreams for the future and are accli-
mated more closely to the mission of the Sisters of 
Mercy. They determine what things and actions 
need to take place for those dreams to be realized 
during their time as a Mercy student.

As sophomores, they learn to reverence all of God’s 
creation, realize their own connectedness and 
responsibilities, and become enlightened to ways of 
beginning systemic change within the circle of life. 
They beautify the retreat grounds, create feeders for 
wildlife, and discover ways in which they can protect 
our Earth.

Juniors explore the changes and challenges in the 
“dance of life” with regards to living out their Mercy 
values. They learn how those values are intertwined 
with their family of origin and the broader global 
family perspective. They are given tools to aid in 
adult relationships, especially in regards to their par-
ents and friends.

Senior year, students deepen their relationships 
with God by exploring the obstacles that stand in 
their way. They learn the importance of integration 
needed to foster authentic encounters with all of 
God’s creation in preparation for the next chapter 
of their life into Christian adulthood.



1 SCHEDULE A SHADOW VISIT
 Visit mercyacademy.com/shadow or call  
 (502) 671-2010 to schedule a visit. Shadows   
 actively participate in classes, interact with   
 students and teachers, and experience  
 our unique atmosphere. 

2   ATTEND OUR OPEN HOUSE 

 Join us at our open house on  Saturday,   
 December 7 between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  
 This is a wonderful opportunity to tour the   
 campus, meet current students, and speak   
 with our faculty, administrators and coaches   
 about our innovative curriculum.

 
 
 
 

3   TAKE THE HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT TEST 

 All eighth graders who wish to attend Mercy   
 take the placement test on Saturday,    
 December 14 at 9:00 a.m. Students should   
 come to Mercy with two #2 pencils for the test.

4   RECEIVE AN ACCEPTANCE LETTER
 After Mercy receives the placement test   
 scores and information from middle schools,    
 a letter regarding acceptance is mailed on   
 Tuesday, February 11.

5   REGISTER TO BE A JAGUAR
 Attend Freshman Registration Night on    
 Tuesday, February 25 from 5:30-8:00 p.m.

STEPS TO ENROLLMENT

MERCY ACADEMY BUS SERVICE
We are proud to officially have five bus routes for our students!  

Mercy Academy and DeSales High School provide a joint bus service through  
Miller Transportation. The bus service is $750 per student, per year for  

round-trip service, or $400 for one-way service. Sibling discounts are available.

If you have any questions, please contact Tracy Edgerton at  
tedgerton@mercyjaguars.com or (502) 671-2010.

*Additional stops considered.   

MERCY’S ADMINISTRATION
President .....................................................................Becky Montague
Principal ..............................................................................Sarah Peace 
Assistant Principal ..........................................................Karen Alpiger
Assistant Principal .....................................................Stephanie Heitz
Director of Facilities and Safety .................................Tracy Edgerton
Director of Finance ...............................................................Jan Durbin
Director of Athletics ...........................................................Mark Evans
Director of Advancement ...........................………..…….Leslie Hibdon
Director of Technology ....................................................Mark Murray



MERCY ACADEMY
5801 Fegenbush Lane 
Louisville, Kentucky 40228

Phone (502) 671-2010

mercyacademy.com 
Paige Stewart, Enrollment Coordinator 
Email: pstewart@mercyjaguars.com

SHADOWING: 
8th graders - Fall 
7th graders - Spring

Register online at  
mercyacademy.com/shadow  
or call (502) 671-2010.

DATES TO REMEMBER
H.O.M.E. (Hands-On Mercy Experience): 6th – 8th Grade Families 
Thursday, November 14            6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 16            6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

OPEN HOUSE 
Saturday, December 7  10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

PLACEMENT TEST 
Saturday, December 14  9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

MAKE-UP PLACEMENT TEST 
Saturday, January 11  9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

ACCEPTANCE LETTERS MAILED 
Tuesday, February 11

FRESHMAN REGISTRATION NIGHT 
Tuesday, February 25  5:30 – 8:00 p.m.
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