
President Becky Montague’s
First 100 Days

Wednesday, October 9, marked 
my 100th day as president of Our 
Lady of Mercy Academy. In these 
few months I have learned that 
Mercy Academy balances tradition 
and innovation as we educate and 
prepare young women to be 
global leaders. I am honored to be 
part of the Mercy community, and 
that is largely thanks to you. 

During my first 100 days, I have had countless opportunities to connect with Mercy’s 

students, parents, alumnae and donors. These conversations have provided me import-

ant information about our stakeholders’ experiences. In addition, the faculty and staff 

have been sharing their ideas to enhance the academic rigor, learning resources and 

student life at Mercy Academy.

My key takeaways from listening are the need for an expanded dress code and store

front for purchasing uniforms, as well as enhanced communication and transparency as 

it applies to decision-making. 

To those ends, Mercy Academy uniforms will be available at Shaheen’s Department 

Store beginning December 1, 2019, with other items being sold in our campus store. To 

ensure enhanced communication and transparency, Mercy Academy will publish our 

annual report in December 2019 highlighting our successes and sharing our plans for the 

future!
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Within my first sixty days, the Board of Directors and I completed an assessment of Mer-

cy’s financial position and launched a three-year strategic plan entitled Mercy Matters. 

Mercy Academy has been, and will continue to be, a strong steward of the resources 

we have. Our students are learning every day in a state-of-the-art campus taught by 

nationally and internationally recognized teachers. Every tuition dollar and every gift 

received supports that mission and vision. Through ongoing assessment and responsible 

budgeting, I will assure our Mercy community continued stewardship.

STEM

Mercy Academy is STEM. I am continuously impressed by the number of young women 

who select Mercy Academy in their journeys to medical school, engineering careers 

and beyond. In 2016, Mercy Academy became the first all-girls high school in the nation 

to become STEM certified. Mercy Academy has continued to be the national leader for 

STEM education. Preparations for our recertification in 2021 are underway. A STEM advi-

sory committee is being developed with initial commitments from GE Appliances, A 

Haier Company, Jefferson Technical and Community College, University of Louisville 

School of Medicine alums and Trilogy Health Services.
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The STEM Advisory Committee will provide mutually beneficial collaboration for our 

community partners to impact the next generation of STEM professionals and provide 

real-life experience to our emerging leaders. Mercy Academy will proudly publish our 

first STEM Impact Report in 2020!

MERCY ATHLETICS

Mercy Academy has a long history of athletic excellence. Athletics are an important 

part of the culture and community that is Mercy Academy. Our student-athletes are 

outstanding scholars, school leaders and dedicated community volunteers. The land-

scape of female athletics is expanding before us, and it is Mercy Academy’s responsibili-

ty to prepare our athletes for leadership on the court and in the community through 

intentional connections with university athletic programs. Please follow our  social media 

to learn about the upcoming growth in Mercy athletics.

MERCY FINE ARTS, THEATRE AND MUSIC 

Mercy Academy will add band instruction to our artistic programming in 2020! The addi-

tion of band will complement our nationally and internationally recognized fine arts and 

theatre departments.
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Our theatre productions continue to attract local and national professional playwrights 

to collaborate with our aspiring thespians. Our state-of-the-art theatre, along with its 

technical sound and lighting systems, will continue to set the bar high under the guid-

ance of the production team at Actors Theatre of Louisville. New and innovative pro-

gramming will prepare our students, and future Mercy students, for the best expressions 

of their artistic endeavors. Join us for Peter Pan: January 15-19, 2020!

It is an exciting time to be a Jaguar, and I am honored to serve Mercy Academy as

president.

In Christ, 

Becky Wise Montague ’91

Arts


